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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
- Eleanor Sissell -

In July, our chapter met with members of the 
German Russian Heritage Society (GRHS),  
to discuss merging our groups together. Both
of our Sacramento chapters have fewer 
members and not near enough persons to fill
all the board assignments. Lee Macklin 
gathered information from other chapters of 
AHSGR who have previously merged with 
GRHS. He also contacted both organizations
headquarters and found a favorable 
response.  We will have more meetings to 
set up bylaws and other business pertaining 
to the merger. We encourage input from our 
members.

In August, Alton and I, Lee Macklin and Jim 
and Betty Weibert attended the International 
AHSGR Convention in Hays, Kansas. I was 
able to purchase a book (1886 census) 
pertaining to my ancestral village of Kukkus, 
Russia on the Volga River area and a book 
about the transport of persons from 
Oranienbaum, Russia where the people 
wintered over before the trip to the Villages.  

At the February Chapter meeting, we were 
asked to talk at the April meeting, to tell 
about a way we could interest our children 
and grandchildren in learning about our 
German Russian ancestors and to get them 
interested in AHSGR. I wrote a story about 
my grandmother, titled, “Piggy Emma”. My 
children and grandchildren enjoyed the story 

learning about some of the life events of the 
family. I set the story aside after reading the 
story to our chapter members. Alton sent the 
story to the Lincoln Headquarters and 
entered it into the, “Story Telling Contest”. I 
was very surprised to learn that I had won 
the 2nd prize award at the convention. I am 
very humbled and thankful to AHSGR for that
award. At the convention, Betty Weibert fell 
and broke her leg. The Weiberts will be 
moving to Utah in November. We will miss 
them greatly.

We had a wonderful summer picnic, at the 
American River Community Church, on 
August 12, 2018.  We invited members of the
GRHS, Sacramento Chapter to attend.  
There were 29 persons in attendance. Many 
guests came from Lodi, and GRHS. Richard 
Henricksen, from Lodi, gave a talk on Lillie 
Henricnson’s Flato/Flath Family Reunion, 
where 149 people attended. 

Our October meeting will be an Oktoberfest 
at the American River Community Church. 
We will send out more information in the 
October newsletter.

Eleanor Sissell, Sacramento Valley Chapter, 
AHSGR, President.
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SACRAMENTO VALLEY CHAPTER

Report - Chapter Membership Count by year:

2017 = 31 Members 2018 = 40 Members

Our  annual  membership  numbers  have
increased; and we continue the work to grow our
Chapter  membership  beyond  recent  levels.
Remember,  each  Chapter  member  is  also  a
California District Council (CDC) member.

♫ HAPPY BIRTHDAY ♫
Sacramento Valley Chapter Members

Natalie Steneck July 05
Linda Bastron July 15
Shirley Jean Gotro July 16
Bruce Schweigerdt July 22

Marie Marousek Aug 10
Jim Weibert Aug 10
Gary Hill Coad Aug 14
Betty Weibert Aug 19
Alan Geiken Aug 24
Tanyia Ceremello Aug 25
Donald R. Martin Aug 28

[If  your Birthday announcement was missed,  please
contact Jim Weibert on 916/783-2453 - or - e-mail to
bjweib@surewest.net to update your member record]

Storytelling
Contest

2nd Place Winner
Congratulations
Eleanor Sissell

                                                       

PIGGY EMMA

My grandma was lovingly known as Piggy 
Emma.  Her actual name was Anna Marie 
Maser.  She was born 2 July 1888, in the 
little German Village named Kukkus, on the 
banks of the Volga River, in Russia.  Her 
parents were Andreas Maser and Marie 
Katherine Lehman.  Her mother was born in 
the village of Stahl am Tarlyk.  Piggy Emma 
was the second child in her family to be 
named Anna Marie.  The first Anna Marie 
died shortly after her birth.  Anna Marie was 
a very common name in the village.  All of 
the girls, who were named Anna Marie, were 
called Emma.  To tell her apart from all the 
other Emma’s, they called her by a name 
that fit her interest, so the villagers knew 
which Emma she was and to which family 
she belonged.   

Her father raised prized white or spotted 
white horses for the Cossack's.  They were 
well attended to and were not to be pets for 
the children. Piggy Emma helped take care 
of the animals and birds that were used as 
food at their home.  She also helped her 
mother cook and clean the house and 
learned to spin wool and to make clothes for 
the family.  When she was about 8 years old,
one of a litter of piglets had a small little pig 
(a runt) in it that Emma delighted to have as 
a pet.  That was how she became known as 
Piggy Emma.  Her father made shoes for the 
family during the cold winter days.  He also 
repaired his farming equipment and checked 
the health of his farming horses.  

The house they lived in was inside the 
village.  The houses had shade trees lining 
the fence, near the road that was in front of 
their house.  There were many flowers close 
to the house.  The house was one long 
building where the home was on one end of
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the building, the animals were in stalls on the
other end, and a small tool and equipment 
repair shed was at the very end of the 
building.  The garden was behind the house. 
There was also an outdoor summer kitchen 
where they cooked their meals when the 
weather was hot.  

The men were required to be farmers.  The 
farm land was out of town, near a river or 
stream, where they could easily water the 
crops.  In the summertime, the family would 
go out to their farm plot and tend to the 
weeding, feeding and watering of the crops.  
At harvest time, everyone helped.  Piggy 
Emma would bring her little pig with her.  She
named him Peter Pig after her oldest brother,
Peter.  Peter Pig followed her everywhere.  
The reason she named it Peter Pig was 
because her oldest brother Peter had been 
sent into military service in the Russian Navy.
He never returned.  She missed him very 
much and it gave her comfort knowing her 
little Peter Pig helped her remember her 
brother.

When Piggy Emma was at home, sometimes
after doing her chores, she sat in one of the 
tall trees watching people walk along the 
road or drive wagons down the road, to sell 
their crops at other villages.  One of the 
neighbor boys, Philipp Krumm, would go by 
and toss small stones at her up in the tree.  
Philipp’s father, Johannes Krumm, had 
recently died.  His mother, Margarethe Fuchs
Krumm, remarried so she could take care of 
Philipp.  Philipp did not like his mother’s 
husband so he moved into his uncle Andreas
Krumm’s house, near Piggy Emma’s home.  
At school, he would sit behind her and pull 
her braids.  Other times, on the way to 
Church on Sundays, he would stomp in a 
mud puddle as she walked by.  Her shoes or 
her dress would get soiled.  It was hard to 
clean her dresses, but she did her best to not
be too angry.  Philipp was a short person and

Piggy Emma had grown quite a bit.  As an 
adult, she was six feet tall.  He was about 
five foot, five inches at most.

Piggy Emma’s family left the village of 
Kukkus to come to America, in 1898.  They 
were put aboard as steerage passengers.  
These passengers were to eat and sleep 
below deck.  They were to bring their own 
food.  There were many people down there.  
If the weather was good, they could go up on
deck for some fresh air.  When the weather 
was stormy, they would have to stay down in 
their places until the weather became calmer.
The conditions were not very sanitary.  
People would become ill and the air was very
smelly.  They finally made their way to 
America and were taken by train to Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  

The first place they lived was in Sugar City, 
Colorado, with her brother John and his 
family.  The men worked in the sugar beet 
fields.  When the census taker came to find 
out who was living in their house, Piggy 
Emma’s father or mother had to answer the 
questions.  They did not know how to speak 
English yet so they called all the girls 
daughters (tochters in German).  All the boys
were called sons (sohns in German).  That 
confused people who read the 1900 census. 
Many thought that Tressa was Piggy Emma’s
sister instead of being her niece, a child of 
her brother John and his wife.

The family moved into the North Bottoms 
part of Lincoln, Nebraska.  They lived on 
Charleston Street.  This is very near the 
current Nebraska Football Stadium.  Many of
the men worked for the railroad.  Others 
followed the crops to other States.  One or 
two of her sisters moved to Au Gres, 
Michigan.  Piggy Emma was a God parent of 
one of her brother John’s sons.  John’s wife 
died shortly after giving birth.  There were 
five children left motherless.  As a God
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parent, Piggy Emma was given the baby 
John to raise.  

Philipp Krumm set sail to America in 1902, as
a child of Andreas Krumm, when he was 
actually a nephew.  When the ship came 
near the shore, they had to anchor off shore 
for a week, because there were so many 
ships coming into port.  The wind blew dirt 
from the land toward the ship.  When they 
got to shore, Philipp’s eyes were very red 
and swollen.  The immigration people would 
not let him get off the ship.  He stayed on the
ship while it made other stops.  They stopped
at the port of New Orleans, Louisiana and 
then at Galveston, Texas.  His eyes were 
better so they let him off there in Galveston.  
He made his way to Lincoln, Nebraska.  He 
worked at the Railroad Round House very 
near by.

Before long, Philipp and Piggy Emma were 
married.  They moved with their boy John, to 
a German settlement named Fromberg, in 
Montana.  Philipp and Piggy Emma lived with
his uncle’s family and helped with the farm 
work for several years.  All but the youngest 
child was born in Montana.  One day, Piggy 
Emma took the horse and wagon to town, 
probably to Billings, Montana, for groceries 
they could not raise themselves and to get 
clothes for the children.  The younger 
children who could not work in the fields 
were with her.  She had heard in town that 
some native Indians had been trying to 
kidnap children.  On the way home, she 
heard horses galloping toward her.  There 
were a bunch of Indians behind her.  She put
the horses to a fast run and made it home 
safely.

In the 1920’s the family moved to Roscoe, 
Nebraska, where land was selling at a low 
cost.  Philipp did not buy land, but he rented

several acres to farm.  Their youngest child 
was born there.  During the summer, Piggy 
Emma’s sisters would send their children to 
Piggy Emma’s house to help with harvest 
and to enjoy being on a farm for the summer.
The parents, dropping off their children at the
farm, were always feasted on huge amounts 
of beef, pork and chickens or ducks plus 
plenty of potato dumplings, smothered in 
butter and fruity kuchen, before they went 
back home to the city.  Besides raising seven
children and a vegetable garden, Piggy 
Emma raised?…..You guessed it, Piggys.

Du  siehst  den  Wald  vor  lauter  Bäumen
nicht.

Literal translation: “You don’t see the forest 
for all the trees.”

GR’s History in Volhynia, Russia
by Lee Macklin
The following is an excerpt from an article in 
the Special Edition, Joint Journal of AHSGR 
and GRHS 2012 Summer Journal.

Since the fall of the Soviet Union, Volhynia 
has remained part of the Ukraine. In earlier 
times, it was part of Poland. In the late 
1700s, on three separate occasions, Austria, 
Prussia, and Russia annexed Polish territory 
until Poland disappeared from the map. The 
League of Nations re-established Poland 
following World War I. Because of 
partitioning, Volhynia became part of the 
Russian Empire in 1793 along with the 
eastern part of Poland.

Volhynia is bounded on the north by Belarus,
on the west by Poland and on the south by  
the Carpathian Mountains. German 
craftsmen and merchants began settling in 
the region as early as the 13th century, and 
with the expansion of Protestantism following
the Reformation, Germans were involved in
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As has been noted earlier, in 1861, Tsar 
Alexander II granted freedom to the Russian 
serfs. Because of the loss of laborers, some 
of the Polish and Russian nobility started 
selling land, and a large-scale migration of 
Germans into the area took place. Some 
immigration was also motivated by religion: Of 
the thousands of Germans living in Volhynia 
during the 19th century, most practiced the 
Lutheran (Evangelical) faith. However, 
Mennonites, Baptists, and Moravian Brethren 
also migrated to the region. Unlike other parts 
of Russia where the Germans settled in larger 
towns, here they were spread widely through 
the region in over 1,400 villages. Virtually all 
German Baptist communities that had been 
established in the 1850s in Poland emigrated 
to Volhynia. The largest migration came after 
the Second Polish rebellion of 1863, when 
Germans began to flood into the area by the 
thousands. By 1914, Volhynia had between 
40,000 and 50,000 Baptists, served by about a 
dozen churches.

By the end of the 19th century, Volhynia’s 
population had grown to over 200,000 German 
settlers. Probably 75 percent or more 
originated from Congress Poland with the 
balance coming directly from other regions 
such as East and West Prussia, Pomerania, 
Posen, Württemberg, and Galicia among 
others.

German forest workers who arrived in Volhynia
at the beginning of the19th century comprised 
the oldest German group living in the region by
1915. They made a living by clearing forests 
and draining swaps to create tillable land. 
Once cleared, they moved on to start the 
process anew. [Source: “Rural Russian 
Germans”, Heimatbuch, 1954. 
(Landsmannschaft der Deutschen aus 
Russland e.V., Stuttgart, Germany.): 17-22 ]

Early agricultural production included the 
production of flax and linen. One early colonist 
described the process as follows: “Farming 
was of the diversified type. The German

colonists raised a little of most of the things 
needed for human consumption; such as rye, 
wheat, buckwheat, peas, beans, potatoes, but 
no corn. Garden vegetables were of the usual 
varieties. Flax was raised quite extensively. 
After the oil was extracted from the seed, the 
pulp was fed to the cattle. The straw was tied 
in bundles and then placed in shallow ponds 
where it was allowed to lay until the stalks were
quite soft and brittle. The straw was then taken 
out of the water and allowed to dry. When 
thoroughly dry, it was stored in their barns.

Later, when all outdoor work was done, the 
fiber part of the straw was separated from the 
stalks. This was done by grasping a bunch of 
flax stalks with one hand and then using a 
short stick and beating the protruding ends 
until the pulpy part was separated from the 
fibers. The fibers were then thoroughly combed
and spun into thread for the making of cloth for 
clothes. This work was done mostly by the 
women during the winter months. The men and
boys also helped with the separating of the flax
fiber from the straw and the carding of the 
wool.” Linen workers were called tuchmachers.

Around 1810 business was really good for 
tuchmachers in Saxony and around the Posen 
area of Prussian Poland. Napoleon and his 
Saxon allies needed good linen uniforms for 
their military. Saxony and Posen were good 
places for cloth production as the French 
industry was decimated by the French 
Revolution. But when Napoleon was defeated 
and the French cloth industry was back in 
production, the demand for linen cloth was 
drastically reduced.

Meanwhile the Polish nobles near Lodz saw a 
way to make use of their sandy alkaline lands. 
They invited tuchmachers from Saxony and 
Posen to move there and begin linen 
production. The economic reason the Nobles 
invited the tuchmachers was that cloth made in
Lodz was in Russian territory and was, 
therefore, duty-free inside Russia whereas 
cloth made in Saxony and in the Posen area 
was subject to prohibitive tariffs.
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Following the Polish revolt in the 1830s, as 
punishment, Russia imposed a tariff on Polish 
cloth. Ukrainian Nobles invited the linen 
workers to emigrate to Russian Volhynia thus 
avoiding the Russian tariff and making profits 
for themselves. This also allowed for the 
utilization of some of Volhynia’s marginal sandy
soils, which would support the growth of flax. 
After the second Polish rebellion in 1863, the 
German migration to Volhynia accelerated 
significantly. [Source: Karasek-Langer, Alfred 
and Elfrieda Strzygowski Ed. Legends of the 
Germans in Volhynia and Polesye (Leipzig 
Germany: Pub. S. Hirzel, 1938) ]
The Volhynia Germans were the first colonists 
to feel the effects of World War I. Caught 
between the German and Russian armies, 
those inside the Russian Empire were 
deported to Siberia and other points east 
where they were placed in forced labor camps. 
Don Miller describes the events.

“When World War I broke out on August 1, 
1914, the Germans in Volhynia were not 
particularly worried about being deported. It 
probably never even crossed their minds. 
However, they were concerned about the 
possibility of losing their land. Already in 1910, 
the Russian Government introduced legislation
in the Duma in an attempt to put a limit on the 
acquisition of new land on the part of 
foreigners, including those of German origin. 
The debate went back and forth for a number 
of years. Finally, on February 2, 1915 the 
government issued an Expropriation Decree to 
liquidate the land of all Russian subjects of 
German descent (also Austrian and Hungarian)
within certain boundary zones. This 
encompassed all of Poland and Volhynia. The 
land was to be voluntarily sold within a 10-
month period. Land not liquidated within that 
time period was to be sequestered until 
auctioned off, with the Peasant Land Bank as 
the privileged purchaser. The bank had the 
right to fix its own price and terms. They 
determined not to pay cash for the land, but

with registered bonds redeemable in twenty-
five years, which was a good deal on their [the 
Bank’s] part.” The farmers appealed the 
seizure without success. “In the meantime, with
the advance of the German army, the Russian 
government took advantage of the situation, 
and ordered the evacuation of all those living in
Volhynia (and Poland) on the pretext that 
Germans were carrying on espionage for 
Germany behind Russian lines. It was hoped 
that this would finally take care of the ‘German 
problem,’ (including land ownership). As a 
result, the Germans were thrust out of Poland 
as early as May and the order for the 
evacuation of those living in Volhynia was 
given in the middle of June. The evacuation 
was to be swift and the Germans [colonists] 
were to be across the border by the tenth of 
the month. While most colonists were given 
two weeks to prepare for the trek, some were 
required to move out in just a few hours notice.
Pastors, teachers, judges and other influential 
community leaders were immediately taken 
hostage to assure the orderly withdrawal of the
German population. In a matter of just a few 
weeks over 7,000 families were expelled.

The people were allowed to take whatever their
wagons could carry. The police escorted them 
on their first leg of the journey. At the end of the
wagon trek, the people were forced to sell their
horses and wagons for a pittance of what they 
were worth and board railroad cars to continue 
the trip. People fell victim to hunger, sickness, 
especially typhoid fever, and AHSGR/GRHS 
Journal / Summer 2012 25 death. Many 
children were born in wagons and boxcars and 
the dead were hurriedly buried by the side of 
the road.

The deportees were transported over many 
thousands of miles and eventually unloaded in 
Siberia, Central Asia and the Ural region, 
although some were allowed to settle in 
Ukraine and Russia, some miles from home. In
their new and strange environment, they were

American Historical Society of Germans from Russia – International                                                                        Page 7



Sacramento Valley Chapter                                                                                                      July/August 2018

required to work at a variety of jobs in order to 
survive. Most of them fared badly, but with the 
fall of the Tsarist government in 1917, they 
soon began trickling back home. The majority 
returned in 1918.”  [Source: “Volhynia.” See 
Don Miller website”
 
http://www.inthemidstofwolves.com/donmiller.ht
ml ]

Then began the Russian Civil War. Volhynians 
as well as the other Germans living within the 
Empire were caught between the White and 
the Red armies. Volhynians were caught in the 
fighting and had to defend themselves, as 
there was no longer any authority. At the same 
time, the Volhynians were often caught in the 
chaotic upheavals between the newly 
resurrected Poland, restored in 1918 by the 
League of Nations, and Russia.

Trouble for the German colonists was just 
beginning. They had to endure the slaughter of
the civil war, the confiscation of private 
property and the collectivization of agriculture, 
the famines of the 1920s and 1930s and the 
mass deportation to Siberia during and after 
World War II. The total number of German 
Russians who had been uprooted from their 
homes in European Russia between 1941 and 
1942 totaled between 650,000 and 700,000 
colonists. Uncounted thousands were executed
or died from the hardships they encountered.

Upcoming Events

14 October 2018 Potluck Octoberfest  2PM
American River Community Church

3300 Walnut Avenue
Carmichael, California

Onlne Resources to  find German Origins

The following web sites can assist you in 
locating the German villages your Ancestors 
emigrated from:

CVGS German Origins Pages:
  http://cvgs.cu-portland.edu/origins.cfm

AHSGR German Origins Pages:
  http://www.ahsgr.org/?page=GermanOrigins

Volga German Institute:
  http://vgi.fairfield.edu/

Black Sea German Research Community – 
Researching Germany befort South Russia:
  www.blackseagr.org/learn_germany.html

Online Ortsippen Books (OFB) pages:
  http://www.online-ofb.de/

Online version of Meyers Otrs-und Verkehrs-
Lexicon des Deutschen Reichs:
  http://www.meyersgaz.org/

Facius List extractions:
http://forum.wolgadeutsche.net/
viewtopic.php?f=15&t=2428&hilit=Facius
  (posted on Alexander Spack’s web site:
  http://wolgadeutsche.net/)
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