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President’s Message 
— Lee Macklin—


So much has changed in the past couple of 
months. The COVID-19 virus has certainly 
affected every person in this country. The 
shelter-in-place and other restrictions have 
really placed a hardship on many people and 
businesses.  Please include our leaders, 
doctors, and scientists in your prayers. 

Regarding our chapter, our Board has made 
some key decisions. First, our April 19th 
chapter meeting is cancelled complying 
with our Governor’s directive that no more 
than 10 people congregate. Second, we are 
moving from bi-monthly meetings to 4 
meetings per year — March, June, 
October, and December (the second 
Sunday in each of those months). We have 
struggled for some time with a low 
percentage of members actually attending 
our meetings.  

So, our new strategy is too ramp up ways to 
remotely keep our chapter thriving. The most 
obvious ways are to increase the amount of 
content and expand the diversity in both our 
Newsletters and on our Website.  

In This Newsletter 
• President’s Message 

• Library Cataloging Project 

• All About Food 

• Share a Review 

• AHSGR Hires New Executive Director 

• AHSGR Update Regarding COVID-19 

• AHSGR Latest Publications 

• A Message from GRHS, Curtis Mertz 

• GRHS Latest Publications 

• Happiness 
  
 “Inspiring Neighborhood Sidewalk  
 Graffiti”

Next Chapter Meeting 
Sunday, June 14, 2020
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Library Cataloging Project 
— Lee Macklin and Linda Anderson —


Linda Anderson and I have made great progress on the Library Cataloging project. All issues of all 
six types of journals (AHSGR Journals, AHSGR CLUEs, AHSGR Jugend Zeitungs, AHSGR Work 
Papers, GRHS Heritage Reviews, and GRHS Der Staummbaums) have been indexed. About 60 
articles are done, but there are many, many more articles that still need to be indexed (since there 
are about 8 articles/journal and there are hundreds of journals). I will be contacting some of you to 
see if you want to help with indexing the articles. After some initial training, you can do this from 
your home as long as you have a computer and a reasonably fast Internet connection. Of course, 
you can contact me directly if you are ready to get started.  (lmacklin@comcast.net) 

Linda has also created initial indexes for about 38 books in our library (she has 100+ more to do).  
She is only indexing minimal information just to get these books into our online library. We will 
have to circle back and finish entering all the rest of the index information categories for each 
book (Description, Photos, Maps, Documents, Charts, Culture, Food, and Religion). 

I completed the Library Search functionality and the Library Checkout/Return page. You will be 
able to search all books, journals, and journal articles or within a journal type (AHSGR Journals, 
GRHS Heritage Reviews, etc.).  You can also view a list of all books, journals, or articles in our 
library and click on any one of them to view its indexed details. Searching across all AHSGR and 
GRHS publications from one search field should save you many hours in finding exactly where the 
information you are looking for is located. Additionally, if AHSGR and GRHS provided a link to a 
PDF version of the journal, we included that link in our index. You simply click it and it will 
automatically open the journal in your browser on their respective websites. Note, you will have to 
log into their website as a member. If they also have the book or journal available in their 
bookstore, then we have indexed that link as well in case you want to purchase it. 

For local SVCGR members, I also completed Library Checkout/Return functionality on our website 
allowing you to browse our inventory and click the Checkout button. The inventory will be 
automatically managed so if the item is not in inventory the Checkout button will be unavailable. 
After completing the online checkout form, you could either pick up the book from Linda Andersen 
(books or original copies of journals) or Lee Macklin (he has all the journal duplicates). Or, we 
could ship it to you for a small shipping fee. Once we complete all of the indexing, we plan to 
place most of the duplicates for sale in the Online Store on our website. However, we will need 
permission from AHSGR and GRHS to resell them. 

There are extensive User Guides at the top of all indexing and search pages. 

You can check all of this out on our website (except I haven’t made the Checkout page available 
yet since we don’t want people checking out things from the library before we complete the 
project).  You are more than welcome to jump in and help us index some of the articles or books. 
We just need to know which ones you would be working on. Contact Linda Anderson or Lee. 
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All About Food 
— Lee Macklin —


In the spirit of offering more diversified content, we have created a new section (both in this 
newsletter and on our website) that will focus of food.  We are dividing this into three areas of 
interest — Recipes, Food Articles, and Food Reviews. Here is a screen shot of the webpage. 
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“Grandma Joe’s Potato Noodles”   
By Linda Erickson-Anderson


Ingredients: cold day old mashed potatoes made with milk and butter, flour to make dough, 
2/3 to 1 cube butter, potato peeled and cut into chunks, salt. 

Directions: Mix the mashed potatoes and flour into a dough; use just enough flour so the 
dough is not sticky. Take a section of dough about the size of an egg and roll into a log about 
½ inch thick. Pinch off small pieces (about ½ inch) the size of desired noodle. Roll the noodle 
in your hand keeping it about ¼ to 1/3 inch thick, thens dust in flour to keep from sticking 
together.  

In an iron skillet place butter, 1-2 cups water, and cut-up potato and salt; cover with lid and 
bring to a boil. Simmer 10 minutes. Wet the noodles then add to the boiling water mixture. 
Cover and simmer turning the heat up a notch every 5 or 10 minutes for 45 minutes. Remove 
the cover and lift some noodles with spatula. If nice and brown keep lifting and turning until 
golden. Remove and enjoy! 

Serve with warm prunes or peaches.  

Recipe Background: my 4 maternal great grandparents were born in Karlsruhe, Odessa, 
Russia, and, my maternal grandparents and mother were born in Dickinson, North Dakota. 
These noodles were a special treat when we visited my grandparents, Joseph Scheeler and 
Marion Elizabeth Freed-Scheeler. All the grandkids called them Daddy Joe and Grandma 
Joe. 

NOTE TO ALL MEMBERS: We really need your help in making this new “All About Food” section a 
big success. So, please email (or mail) your recipes, articles about food, or reviews of recipes, 
cookbooks, or other food-related content to Lee Macklin (lmacklin@comcast.net 916-759-0346 
8322 Charlotte Ave, Citrus Heights, CA 95610).  

Share a Review 
— Lee Macklin —


Another new section we would really like to expand is “Share a Review”.  This interesting area is 
divided into six areas: Book Reviews, Article Reviews, Event Reviews, Website Reviews, Location 
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Reviews, and Miscellaneous Reviews. Of course due to the COVID-19 restrictions, no one will be 
attending events for a while.  However, you can still submit a review from the past. 
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Click the “Article Reviews’ button and you will see our first review has been posted by Linda 
Anderson.


“Overview of Materials of Russian Archive of German Colonies in the Russian 
Empire”  by Olga Erokhina                 Article Review by: Linda Erickson-Anderson 

Review and summary of the AHSGR article “Overview of Materials of Russian Archives on 
the History of German Colonies in the Russian Empire” by Olga Erokhina, translation edited 
by Yulia Tsymbal, AHSGR Translations & Archive Special Projects Coordinator; published 
Summer 2015. 

Like many of you I am always wanting more information about my German ancestors in Russia. 
I want access to all (and I want it now) the records during the time period they were in 
Russia. This article by a Russian researcher, Olga Erokhina, discusses some of the issues and 
how records are stored in Russia. 

“The history of German colonists was neglected for a long time for a variety of reasons. 
These include the archival records being controlled by internal affairs authorities and no 
access being granted; repressions against Germans; and, denial of issues with these 
Germans.” In the 1990’s this situation finally started to change and the first publications 
were made. 

“Today, the archives are open to all researchers, but locating materials can be a challenge. 
Many records have been lost in fires or disappeared. Also, there are many inaccuracies in the 
inventory descriptions. Mainly, researchers must search manually for documents.” Records 
for territories, such as the Volga and Caucasus regions, were controlled and maintained by 
the local provincial governments. 

“The Volga region was the largest settlement of Germans and included the provinces 
Saratov, Samara, and Astrakhan. Documents on these colonies are kept in Saratov, Samara 
and Volgograd in at least 5 archives.” The author goes on to list many of the archive sites 
for other regions. There are also records kept at federal archives. It is a complicated list of 
sites keeping different documents. 

In the author’s conclusion she states because our ancestors frequently migrated, records 
can be held in different archives. The “major challenge in the search for records in most 
archives…is the availability and quality of published and unpublished finding aids.  
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This article was written 5 years ago, and, as we all know ASHGR and GRHS have continued to 
obtain and publish documents out of Russia. Hopefully this will continue and we will get more 
of our questions answered. We need to support our national organizations in this effort. 

NOTE: to all SVCGR Members: 
Since we will be having fewer meetings, we need to be more active in sharing ideas, stories, 
reviews, recipes, etc. with our fellow members. If you read an interesting article, please write a 
short review/summary. Or, tell us about your favorite German recipe, a family story or whatever 
interest you about your German from Russia ancestors. Please submit to Lee Macklin 
lmacklin@comcast.net.  
— Linda Anderson 

AHSGR Hires New Executive Director 
Posted by Allison Hunter-Frederick

February 11, 2020

The American Historical Society of Germans from Russia introduced Aaron Farber as the 
Executive Director of its Lincoln headquarters on February 5, 2020.  

“On behalf of our dedicated Executive Director search committee, I am proud to welcome Aaron,” 
said Dodie Rotherham, the president of AHSGR. “Aaron joins our society after serving in various 
leadership positions in Lincoln.” 

The core of Farber’s professional focus has been in the areas of leadership team management, 
public policy research, community outreach, fundraising, member relations, and writing member 
success stories. 

The last seven years Farber served as Executive Director of the Fallbrook YMCA in Lincoln, 
where he collaborated with local leaders, patrons, staff and stakeholders to manage one of the 
Midwest region’s most revered, shared project in partnership with School Middle School. 

Farber is also actively involved in local organizations including but not limited to Kiwanis Club of 
Lincoln, Trinity United Methodist Church Endowment Committee member, the Branch Oak 
Observatory and Leadership Lincoln, Inc. 

“Preserving and gathering of Germans from Russia (“GR”) documents is a vital part of not only 
Lincoln, Nebraska’s early history, but the early settlement histories of countless communities 
throughout the Western Hemisphere,” said Farber, regarding his new position. “As a German 
descendent, I’m very enthused about taking on this position, and I’m blessed to be inheriting a 
dedicated Board and thoughtful team of staff and volunteers.” 



Visit our Website:  https://svcgr.org	 	 	 	 	 	 Lee Macklin, Newsletter Editor 7

https://svcgr.org


Sacramento Valley Chapter of Germans from Russia (SVCGR)
Volume 31 Number 2

Mar/Apr 2020

Farber’s “Hessian” surname and genealogy partly descends back to the region now known as the 
State of Hesse in central Germany—an area which Aaron dreams of visiting one day soon. 

AHSGR Update Regarding COVID-19 
— AHSGR Board & Staff

March 2020


Because of concerns with the COVID-19 Pandemic, AHSGR has decided to postponed the 
2020 Convention in Pasco, Washington. It will be rescheduled for the summer of 2021.  

In the interest of public safety and with respect to the personal well being of our members, visitors, 
volunteers, staff, and researchers, the American Historical Society of Germans from Russia will be 
cancelling all museum tours and research library sessions until further notice.  

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause, and we encourage all concerned parties to 
call our office (402) 474-3363 OR go directly to AHSGR’s Facebook, Twitter and website pages for 
ongoing updates. 

Thanks again and stay safe. 

AHSGR Latest Publications 
1844-1847 Huck Death Records

1941 Huck Property Transfer Records

Neu-Balzer, Russia Census Records (1897) 


GRHS - A Message from GRHS  
— Curtis Mertz, President

March 27, 2020


I, along with the GRHS board and GRHS staff hope that you and your families and friends are 
healthy and safe during our rapidly changing lives due to COVID-19. GRHS members are a hearty 
group of people who have a heritage of stepping up in difficult situations. So, I anticipate many of 
you are doing well. However, if still worrisome, we encourage you to reach out to another GRHS 
member or a family member or a neighbor if you would like some help. Sometimes just hearing a 
friendly voice or knowing a kindred spirit is doing self-isolation may be very helpful. For example, 
you may use this time period as an opportunity to do a long overdue telephone call to catch up 
with a longtime friend. 

I am also writing to share information about what is going on within GRHS. 

Since many GRHS board members live outside of Bismarck, North Dakota, the GRHS Executive 
Committee decided the GRHS April 25 board meeting should be a virtual only meeting. This 
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supports the social  distance/self-isolation/lock down request by federal and local public health 
guidance for precautions to help keep us healthy. 

As a further health and safety precaution, mandates in North Dakota concerning COVID-19 
access to the GRHS headquarters building and library in Bismarck is closed to the public. Staff 
are there from 10 am to 2 pm to keep up on office duties and mail. Phone calls will be answered at 
that time by calling (701) 223-6167. After hours you can leave a message on the answering 
machine. 

The GRHS Convention Committee in conjunction with the GRHS Executive  Committee have 
been discussing scenarios about our upcoming 2020 convention which will be held at the 
Bismarck Ramkota Hotel. We have talked with the hotel and found out about their updated 
cleaning process due to COVID-19. No decision has yet been made to keep the convention at its’s 
current date or moving it too later in 2020 or canceling it. The 2020 convention will be discussed at 
the April 25 board meeting and a decision will be made about the convention by mid too late May. 
I want all convention attendee to be safe. 

We will try to keep the website and Facebook page up to date as we can. 

In closing, I again hope all GRHS members and their families and friends are healthy and safe. 

GRHS Latest Publications
1815-1830 Rastadt Roman Catholic Parish Church Baptisms
A project of Germans from Russia Heritage Society, coordinated by the GRHS Clearing House, 
January 2020  Includes index.  Soft cover.   

Member Price - $25.00  

Happiness to Brighten Your Day 
Uplifting Neighborhood Sidewalk Graffiti 
—Photos by Lee Macklin


Every morning I take my Black & White Border Collie “Pilot” for an early (sunrise) two mile walk 
around the neighborhood. Pilot is 14 years old and just happy to still be able to make the daily trip. 
Some days I take my Red & White Border Collie “Blaze”.  He is younger and still curious about 
everything. He is always thrilled and views everyday as the beginning of a new adventure. For me, 
the exercise is good and it gives me a chance to decide what I want to accomplish during the day. 
Sometimes we take different routes just to make things a little more interesting. 

Every morning for the past week or so, we have been in for a real surprise.  On many sidewalks,  
corners, and driveways someone has been creating some very inspirational graffiti -- the good 
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kind that warms your heart!!  I suspect it is the work of kids who are out of school and probably 
bored. So, I took some pictures and would like to share a few of them here. 

Note, please check out the new “Happiness” section on our website.  Scroll down to the 
bottom of the Home page and click the happiness image. On the resulting page, you can view all 
of the wonderful writings that the neighborhood kids so carefully inscribed. On the website when 
you click on a photo it will zoom up so you can clearly read it and each one also has a caption 
describing exactly what it says.  Here are a few sample photos: 
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