
Article Review 
Review by: Linda Anderson 

“Overview of Materials of Russian Archives on the History 
of German Colonies in the Russian Empire” 
by: Olga Erokhina 

Review and summary of the AHSGR article “Overview of Materials of Russian 
Archives on the History of German Colonies in the Russian Empire” by Olga 
Erokhina, translation edited by Yulia Tsymbal, AHSGR Translations & Archive 
Special Projects Coordinator; published Summer 2015. 

Like many of you I am always wanting more information about my German ancestors 
in Russia. I want access to all (and I want it now) the records during the time 
period they were in Russia. This article by a Russian researcher, Olga Erokhina, 
discusses some of the issues and how records are stored in Russia. 

“The history of German colonists was neglected for a long time for a variety of 
reasons. These include the archival records being controlled by internal affairs 
authorities and no access being granted; repressions against Germans; and, denial 
of issues with these Germans.” In the 1990’s this situation finally started to 
change and the first publications were made. 

“Today, the archives are open to all researchers, but locating materials can be a 
challenge. Many records have been lost in fires or disappeared. Also, there are 
many inaccuracies in the inventory descriptions. Mainly, researchers must search 
manually for documents.” Records for territories, such as the Volga and Caucasus 
regions, were controlled and maintained by the local provincial governments. 

“The Volga region was the largest settlement of Germans and included the 
provinces Saratov, Samara, and Astrakhan. Documents on these colonies are kept in 
Saratov, Samara and Volgograd in at least 5 archives.” The author goes on to list 
many of the archive sites for other regions. There are also records kept at federal 
archives. It is a complicated list of sites keeping different documents. 
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In the author’s conclusion she states because our ancestors frequently migrated, 
records can be held in different archives. The “major challenge in the search for 
records in most archives…is the availability and quality of published and 
unpublished finding aids.  

This article was written 5 years ago, and, as we all know ASHGR and GRHS have 
continued to obtain and publish documents out of Russia. Hopefully this will 
continue and we will get more of our questions answered. We need to support our 
national organizations in this effort. 

NOTE: to all SVCGR Members 

Since we will be having fewer meetings, we need to be more active in sharing ideas, 
stories, reviews, recipes, etc. with our fellow members. If you read an interesting 
article, please write a short review/summary. Or, tell us about your favorite 
German recipe, a family story or whatever interests you about your German from 
Russia ancestors. Please submit to Lee Macklin lmacklin@comcast.net.  

— Linda Anderson 
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