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Adolph Maier’s 98th Birthday Celebration  
— Lillie Coad and Lee Macklin


June 28, 2020 was a special day as the SVCGR Chapter celebrated long standing member, 
Adolph Maier’s 98th birthday. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we assembled outside Adolph & 
Olga’s home wearing masks and carrying signs.  There were additional signs and pinwheels 
attached to the fence surrounding the front of their home and balloons swaying in the breeze. 

Lillie & Gary Coad, Stephen Coad, Renee Coad, Brendon Coad, Cindi Jones, and Lee Macklin 
participated in this festive event. Birthday cards were presented to Adolph and one of the large 
signs was signed by all attendees. 

It was a really fun event and a real pleasure seeing Adolph smiling with Olga next to him.  

Lee Macklin shares this story about how kind and helpful Adolph and Olga were to him.  Lee (and 
his sister Joan) had an original document that was brought on the ship by their grandmother when 
she immigrated from the Zhitomir, Volhynia, Russia area to Minnesota in 1905. It was an official 
looking document with a Tsar’s government stamp. Lee and his sister heard that Adolph and Olga 
could probably interpret the Russian document and after contacting them went to their house. 
Adolph and Olga described the document as an official Russia military release from duty that Lee 
and Joan’s grandfather, Heinrich Rentz needed to meet one of the requirements for leaving 
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Russia. So, many, many thanks to Adolph & Olga for providing this service which provided a key 
missing piece in the heritage of Lee and Joan’s grandparents.  — Lee Macklin 

I, Lillie Starzew-Coad was born in Simpferopol, Crimea, Russia (Ukraine today) and my mother 
Amalia Maier-Starzew in Alkaly, Crimea.  Amalia and Adolph Maier (born in Mamut, Crimea) were 
first cousins. My family came to the U.S. in 1951 from Germany and Adolph’s family from China. In 
the 1940’s Adolph’s family was exiled to Siberia where he eventually escaped to China followed by 
a 3 year journey to the U.S. It was someone in the Bryte area where my Russian immigrants lived, 
that she was told there was a Maier family living in Oregon. My mother probably contacted and 
met them.  I remember meeting the Maier family in Oregon, but not much else.  

Adolph moved to the Sacramento area and stayed with us probably 1954/1955 for a short period 
of time. I was in high school and remember him making a concoction of “Eggs and Tomatoes” and 
other ingredients that were so-o-o tasty!! 

Eventually Adolph settled down and moved from our house. His sister Isolde and her daughter 
Alwira also moved to the Sacramento area and life went on. Since I was much younger than 
Adolph our paths did not connect until much later. I knew that we were related but that was it. My 
mother was more in touch with Isolde. 

Our genealogy goes back to Johann George Mayer (1st) and Johann George Mayer (2nd) who 
immigrated to Russia in the 1800’s. As far as I am aware, Adolph’s line continues through Herman 
Maier and my mother’s through Herman’s sister Magdalene Maier. So, Adolph and I are actually 
first cousins 1x removed since I am a generation younger than Adolph.  — Lillie Starzew-Coad 

Friderike, Jacob, Christian, Rosine, Philipp, Christoph, Herman Maier (Adolph’s Grandfather), 
Magdalene Maier 
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