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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

- Eleanor Sissell - 
 

President’s Message: 
 
Our Chapter had a 
very nice picnic 
meeting in August. Our 
next meeting will be an 
Oktoberfest. We will 

need to have persons, who will be attending, bring 
items for the meal. There will be a $7.00 fee, per 
peson, for chapter expenses for the meal. We will 
not be able to serve beer, because we will be 
meeting at the American River Community Church. 
A sign up sheet for other foods will be enclosed in 
this newsletter. You may e-mail me at 
esissell@gmail.com or Lillie Coad at 
lkcoad@att.net. You may dress in German style 
clothes if  you wish. You may also bring favorite 
CDs of  German music to listen to while we eat.  
 
At our September Chapter Board meeting, we 
discussed various ways to increase our membership 
by presenting workshops or other events. We would 
like members of  our chapter to reach out to 
persons of  German Russian heritage and invite 
them to meetings. We may discuss some of  these 
options at the October meeting. We thank all of  
you who attended the August potluck picnic 
meeting.  
 
We will ask persons to be on a nominating 
committee for board positions for this next year. 
You may expect a call from the committee soon. 
 
WE HAVE HAD APPROVAL FROM BOTH 
AHSGR AND GRHS CHAPTERS TO BE A 
COMBINED CHAPTER. Thank you Lee Macklin 
for doing the discussions that made this happen. 
 

WE GIVE A HUGE “THANK YOU TO JIM 
AND BETTY WEIBERT” WHO HAVE DONE 
SO MANY WONDERFUL THINGS FOR OUR 
CHAPTER. WE WILL REALLY MISS THEM 
WHEN THEY MOVE TO UTAH. It will be very 
hard to be able to do as much as they have done for 
our chapter.  I am thankful to all of  you who make 
this chapter so meaningful in our lives. 
 

Sincerely, Eleanor Sissell.  
 
The Oktoberfest tradition started in 1810 to 
celebrate the October 12th marriage of  Bavarian 
Crown Prince Ludwig to the Saxon-
Hildburghausen Princess Therese.  The citizens of  
Munich were invited to join in the festivities which 
were held over five days on the fields in front of  
the city gates. 
 

OKTOBERFEST 

♪  ♫  Music & Good Times  ♫  ♪ 

Games & Silent Auction 

Plenty of Food! 
 

Sunday, October 14, 2018 

1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
 

$7.00 per person 
 

American River Community 
Church 

3300 Walnut Avenue 

Carmichael, CA 

*** Fun Quiz Program *** 

‘15 Things Which You Didn’t Know 

About Oktoberfest’ 

by Lee Macklin 
 

***  Please RSVP & Regrets  *** 

Call Weibert’s 916/783-2453 

or E-mail bjweib@surewest.net 
 

Bring another German from Russia 
 

mailto:esissell@gmail.com
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♫ HAPPY BIRTHDAY ♫ 

Sacramento Valley Chapter Members 
 
June Stein September 22 
Kathleen K. Brown September 25 
Robert M. Benson September 29 
 
Marge L. Benson October 2 
Elida Boeck October 17 
Sondra Schonwasser October 20 
Donis Eichhorn October 23 
Mary Beth Martin October 25 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[If  your Birthday announcement was missed, please contact Alton Sissell 
on 916/833-4804 - or - e-mail to asissell@gmail.com to update your 
member record] 
 

"KEY" TO THE USAGE OF DR. KARL 
STUMPP'S BOOK” 
 
THE EMIGRATION FROM GERMANY TO 

RUSSIA IN THE YEARS 1763-1862 
 
Note: umlauted characters have been converted to: 
a = ae; u = ue; o = oe 
******************************************* 
 
It should be recognized that the above titled book 
is an encyclopedia of  names and places rather than 
a history book. Information contained herein was 
copied directly from available records such as 
Emigration and Immigration Registers, Census 
Lists or Church Records. Errors could and did 
occur in certain instances and in various ways: 
 
(1) During transcription from the handwritten 
Gothic German to the more modern and 
commonly used Latin script. 
 

(2) Through the misspelling of  names by census 
takers or record keepers. 
 
(3) Through misinformation supplied by illiterate or 
partially literate persons at the time the record was 
being made. 
 
One may not expect an answer to every question or 
the delineation of  an entire family tree. This book 
deals principally with Germans who first pioneered 
certain areas of  Russia, thus providing a "Key," at 
times ever so faint, which enables the researcher to 
proceed from that point. 
 

WHAT THE BOOK ENTAILS 
 
1. The initial 40 pages deal with an introduction to 
the book's material; the Manifestos which provided 
the impetus for emigration; and a brief 
history of  the times in Germany during which 
these emigrations were taking place 
 
2. Pages 40 through 45 suggest methods of  
developing an ancestral search, along with 
illustrated genealogical charts. 
 
3. Beginning on page 46 and through 65 are lists of  
German towns from where people emigrated for 
Russia. 
 
4. Settlements near Petersburg (Leningrad) with 
accompanying family names of  settlers during the 
1760's can be found on pages 66 and 67. These are 
followed by 17 pages of  listings of  German 
Colonies established along the east and west banks 
of  the Volga river in the years 1763-1768. Detailed 
are names of  the earliest settlers of  Balzer, 
Jagodnaja Poljana and Semenowka, with a register 
of  colonists transported by ship to Saratov in 1764. 
Page 84 is a map of  the Mother Colonies along 
both sides of  the Volga.  
 
5. Listings of  Mother Colonies, beginning with 
Bessarabia in the west, all along the Black Sea to the 
Don River in the east, reaching south into the 
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Transcaucasus, and including individual isolated 
settlements to the north of  the Black Sea, extend 
from pages 85 through 99. The history of  further 
migrations from Austria-Hungary and Poland to 
Russia follows on pages 100-116. 
 
6. The record of  "gettable" family names of  early 
Volga settlers is found on pages 117 to 165. Page 
498 in the Original edition (165a in the second) 
reflects a number of  "crash" marriages taking place 
at Schlitz near Lauterbach during July and August 
1766 of  young couples enroute to Russia. 
 
7. The listings of  Mennonite immigrants from 
Prussia and Poland, pages 167 to 204, include 
names of  families other than Mennonite who 
settled along the Black Sea and in the Volga regions. 
 
8. Pages 204 through 497 cover extensive listings of  
colonists who were settled along the Black Sea and 
adjoining districts. 
 
9. The second portion of  the book, pages 499-1014 
reveals information taken from Church Records, 
Census Lists and Immigration Registers regarding 
settlers in individual villages and districts, beginning 
with Bessarabia in the west and traveling east and 
north along the Black Sea. 
 
10. Especially noteworthy are pages 1015 and 1016 
with the alphabetical index of  all early south 
Russian settlements with corresponding page 
numbers. 
 
11. The collection of  maps enclosed with the book 
is a valuable asset toward the total research picture. 
It is also most essential that the researcher provide 
himself  with well-detailed maps of  present-day 
Germany and Russia or other areas he may be 
studying. 

SOMETHING ABOUT NAMES 

 
Unquestionably, some family names do not appear. 
Numerous reasons account for this: 

1) Complete records of  Volga and Volhynia 
Germans were not obtainable. If  not lost or 
destroyed, they may lie, inaccessible, at the archives 

in Moscow. 
(2) The ancestor may have been a soldier of  the 
Napoleonic Army during the 1812 invasion of  
Russia, was taken prisoner of  war and sent to the 
Volga region where he chose to remain rather than 
return to Germany upon liberation. 
 
(3) Later immigrants to Volhynia, Bessarabia, the 
Black Sea districts, or to the North Caucasus were 
often refugees from Polish uprisings. Moving from 
place to place prior to permanent establishment, 
their names would not appear on census records 
until many years later. 
 
(4) Scrutiny of  familiar names closely associated 
with one's family may provide remarkable "keys" 
for research. Some families intermarried in 
Germany prior to migration and continued this 
practice during their 100 year sojourn in Russia, 
even extending it to their early life in the Americas. 
 
(5) Given names in many instances were used 
repeatedly from generation to generation within a 
family line. This can provide a very significant clue 
towards establishing one's lineage. 
 
(6) Surnames were occasionally altered, sometimes 
inadvertently; other times for a specific reason or 
purpose. 
 

ILLUSTRATIONS ON THE ACTUAL USE 
OF THE BOOK 

 
(1) On page 135, we see that a certain Joh. Justius 
Hille and Charlotte Wilhelmine Kuhne were 
married in 1765 at Roslau on the Elbe. This does 
not mean for a fact that the couple originated in 
that locality. Roslau was obviously a gathering place 
for emigrants enroute to Russia, evidenced by the 
recurrence of  marriages of  other couples as 
reflected from pages 118 through 165. 
 
Page 307 states that an August Hille emigrated 
from Nieder-Petersdorf/Schlesian (Silesia) to the 
Black Sea. On the same page, Gottlieb Hille left 
Pabianitz, (Pabianice) Poland for Kulm, Bessarabia 
in 1815. 
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History reveals that the rulers of  the Principality 
Anhalt, where Roslau is situated, had been 
commissioned by Friedrich the Great of  Prussia to 
colonize the waste lands of  Pomerania and the 
Oder Valley with settlers from west Germany 
during the years immediately preceding and 
following the Seven Years War. 
 
The name "Hille" is prominent in the Frankfurt 
area of  Hesse even today. One may deduce that the 
above families possessed a common origin, whether 
the descendants emigrated for the Americas from 
the Volga or Black Sea regions. 
 
(2) The name "Bechthold" is stated four times on 
page 120 of  the Volga lists: Konrad Bechthold 
from Schotten, Hesse; Markus Bechthold from 
Hintersteinau/Schluechtern, Hesse; Joh. Niklaus 
Bechthold from Lissberg/Buedingen, Hesse; and 
Johannes Bechthold from Eckartsborn/Buedingen, 
Hesse. It is significant to note that all these 
localities are ,very near, one another in Hesse. 
 
On page 219, we find Bechtholds leaving the 
Danzig, West Prussian area for Tiegenhof/Grunau 
near the Black Sea; Konrad Bechthold from 
Saarbruecken/Pfalz (Palatinate) going to 
Freudental/Odessa in 1807; Karl Bechthold from 
Saarbruecken/Pfalz going to Torschau, Hungary in 
1784 and eventually to Russia; Johann Bechthold 
from Alten-Mitlau/Gelnhausen, Hesse to 
Kaltschinowka/Tschernigow, Volhynia in 1767; 
Konrad Bechthold from Alten-Mitlau/Gelnhausen, 
Hesse to Belowesh in 1766. 
 
The stated Hessian communities lie very near those 
of  the above list. The oddities, of  course, are the 
references to the Danzig and Saarbruecken areas - 
not so odd, however, when one considers these 
localities as they relate to the migrations and history 
of  the times. Since Danzig was second to Luebeck 
on the Baltic Sea as an embarkation point for 
emigrants to Russia, it is readily discernible that 
some of  the Bechtholds from the previous 
paragraph may have traveled to Danzig for 
embarkation and determined instead to remain 
there. The same family or a descendant could have 

been among the group going from the Elbing to  
the Grunau region near the Black Sea twenty to 
thirty years later. 
 
Regarding the Saarbruecken indication, the history 
of  the time reveals that young men from southwest 
Germany, of  which Hesse is a part, were a source 
of  military troops for the French armies. French 
military installations existed at various points 
including Saarbruecken. Whenever opportunity 
presented, the conscripted soldiers would defect 
and quickly join groups of  emigrants leaving for 
resettlement in Austro-Hungary or Russia. 
 
Another interesting insight regarding the 
Tiegenhof  and Kaltschinowka settlements, even 
though Tschernigow is a long distance from 
Grunau, was the evident dose relationship between 
these communities. Page 839 of  the book reflects 
the names of  settlers at Kaltschinowka near 
Tschernigow, while page 876 reveals that certain 
families from Tschernigow established a village, 
Kaltschinowka, in Grunau very near Tiegenhof. 
One may then conjecture whether or not the 
families from the Danzig and Tschernigow areas 
were in fact related and originally all from the same 
locality in Hesse. 
 
Carrying this study a bit deeper, we follow the 
author's suggestion to verify the meaning of  the 
notation "RL 12" (Revisionsliste-Census Lists) 
associated with Konrad Bechthold. Turning to page 
1015, we look for Belowesh, and arc referred to 
page 823. Item 12 on page 824 discloses the 
misspelled name "Bechdolt." However, the 
information revealed is significant to the total 
research. The notation "auch" (also) 47 takes us to 
page 827 where we find a second account of  this 
family. 
 
Similarly, the next name on page 219, "Johann 
Bechthold," refers us to RL 14 and Kaltschinowka. 
Consulting page 1015, we are referred to page 839 
where item 14 tells the story about the Bechthold 
family relative the 1807 Census, with a further 
reference to item 35 on page 841 concerning the 
1809 Census. 
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Significant to the student of  the Bechthold family 
history, is the frequency of  the names with which 
later Bechtholds have continued to be inter-
married, as listed on page 824: Reimchen 
(Reimehe), Reuswig (Reiswig), Seibel and Dell. 
One may also affirm that Bechtholds along with 
these others originated east of  Frankfurt and in the 
vicinity of  Buedingen in Hesse, Germany. 
 
(3) Supposing the name were Walker and the 
people emigrated from Brunnental on the Volga for 
the United States, but there is evidence that the 
spelling of  the name had originally been "Wacker" 
and that the ancestors had reportedly migrated 
from the Crimea to Brunnental, a village on the 
Wiesenseite (Meadowside) of  the Volga, 
 
 A look at page 471 points out that Johannes and 
Jacob Wacker left Moehringen near Stuttgart in 
Wuettemberg for Weinau, Taurien (Taurida) 
Government (Province), Russia in 1816. Weinau 
was situated on the Molotschni River, a short 
distance north of  the Sea of  Azov and the Crimean 
Peninsula. The Crimea was a part of  the Taurien 
Province at that time. 

 
One can speculate that either one or both of  these 
Wackers had joined with others during the 1820's to 
resettle in the south central Crimean district 
where land was newly self-improvement was 
possible. It is also evident that many who moved to 
the Crimea did not find their desires fulfilled and 
some felt compelled to migrate further. 
 
During the 1830's and 40's they moved on to 
Bessarabia, the Odessa Region or the Lower Volga 
areas. It may be readily assumed that the 
establishment of  Brunnental in 1855 on the 
Wiesenseite of  the Lower Volga offered a real 
inducement for s ettlement, and the Wackers 
(Walkers) chose this as their permanent home. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
It is our great fortune that a certain Black Sea 
German, Karl Stumpp, with the interest of  his 
countrymen at heart, embarked upon the project of  

collecting information associated with emigrations 
to his native region. 
 
It is also fortunate that with the help of  others, he 
was able to acquire valuable materials on the Volga, 
Petersburg and Mennonite settlements. The 
Mennonites have been favored in having their 
history institutionalized over an extended period of  
time. 
 
It is most unfortunate that no one among the Volga 
Germans, during their one hundred plus years in 
that region, felt the need to compile a total history 
of  the settlements along the Volga. The same 
condition pertains to the Germans in Volhynia. 
 
There is reason to believe that census lists of  those 
early years do exist at the National Archives in 
Moscow. Unhappily, repeated efforts to obtain 
copies of  these revealing documents have been 
unsuccessful. Nevertheless, the hope prevails that 
one day these records will become open to us and 
another edition of  Volga and Volhynian history 
exclusively will be the result. 
 
There is also a possibility that through more 
intensive research revealing data may be uncovered 
in areas adjacent to the Land of  Hesse in Germany. 
In conclusion, the book, entitled The Emigration 
from Germany to Russia in the Years 1763-1862, 
by Dr. Karl Stumpp, is designed to provide a "Key" 
towards stimulating individual research into the 
intriguing history and heritage surrounding a 
people called the Germans from Russia. 
 
Prepared by Arthur E. Flegel (Deceased) AHSGR 
Vice President Menlo Park, California 
Editor's note: The Emigration from Germany to 
Russia in the Years 1763 to 1862 by Dr. Karl 
Stumpp may be ordered from AHSGR 
headquarters. 
 
Source: 
www.odessa3.org/collections/articles/link/clu
e1974.txt 
http://www.odessa3.org/collections/articles/link/
clue1974.txt 1/5 
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Surname Charts 

Surname Charts have been provided to 
AHSGR, by members who have 
commissioned a Surname Chart from 
Dr. Igor Pleve.  They represent the research 
done for the Volga Villages by Dr. Pleve. 

The chart lists delineate the various ancestral 
charts that have been purchased by AHSGR 
members from researchers in Russia. The 
individual(s) or village chart coordinator 
commissioning the chart are listed on each chart. 
Some charts have been researched and created by 
individuals and are listed as “Created by” instead 
of “Commissioned by”. Many of the charts have 
been donated to the Society, and some of these 
charts are available for purchase from AHSGR. 
When the chart is noted with a "contact the 
submitter" - we are asking that you take the time 
to write to the commissioner of the chart with 
your ancestral lineage. Some charts are available 
for purchase through the individual only or 
through the village chart coordinators. The charts 
listed on the web pages herein are clearly marked 
with purchase methods. 

Copyright law strictly prohibits copying or 
distributing any parts of this work, digitally 
or on paper, without explicit license by the 
American Historical Society of Germans 
from Russia. 

  
Ordering Charts 

To obtain a copy of a chart for which AHSGR 
does not have permission to copy, the potential 
purchaser must contact the person that 
submitted the chart to determine the availability 
of the chart.  

All charts are in English unless designated as a 
Cyrillic chart. 

Some charts are on order, but the chart has not 
been received. Contact information has been 
provided for pre-ordering those charts. 

 

 

AHSGR members and non-members may 
purchase charts that are available for purchase 
through AHSGR: 

Single charts 

Members $50.00 each 

Non-members $100.00 each 

Two-piece charts 

Members $70.00 for both parts 

Non-members $120.00 for both parts 

These prices include shipping and handling. 
Payment must be received in advance with 
notification as to which chart(s) one wishes to 
purchase. 

 
One copy of this work may reside on a 
single computer at the licensee's 
designated site, in addition to a backup 
copy.  Copyright notices must not be 
removed from any component of this work. 

 Surname A-G 

 Surname H-K 

 Surname L-R 

 Surname S-Z 

 Charts by Village 

Occasionally, surname charts surface that we 
cannot contribute to any one individual.  
AHSGR is dedicated to making this research 
available to those who are researching these 
lines.  It is therefore the policy that these charts 
be listed as commissioner unknown. View only at 
AHSGR. 

Charts available for purchase from individuals or 
village chart coordinators vary in price, and the 
price is set by the owner of the chart or the 
village chart coordinator. 

 

http://www.ahsgr.org/?page=SurnameAG
http://www.ahsgr.org/?page=SurnameHK
http://www.ahsgr.org/?page=SurnameLR
http://www.ahsgr.org/?page=SurnameSZ
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If you own a chart or have ordered a chart that 
you would like to have included on this list, 
please send your information to: 

 
Doris F. Evans 
4148 Christensen Rd. E 
Almira, WA 99103-9754 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar: 

Sacramento FamilySearch Annual Seminar - November 3, 2018 

Sacramento FamilySearch Library 2745 Eastern Avenue, Carmichael, CA  

The Keynote speaker : Wally Herger, retired US congressman. 

Our theme this year is:  "Family Matters". 

Sign up and register for 17 classes at: sacfamilysearchlibrary.org 

 

German Christmas Market – Crafts     Food     Gifts 

American River Community Church 3300 Walnut Avenue, Carmichael  

(Corner Walnut and North Avenue) 

November 16, 2018 Friday  4PM – 8PM 

November 17, 2018 Saturday  9AM – 3PM 

 

Sacramento Valley Chapter MeetingDecember 9, 2018 Sunday  1PM to 5PM 
American River Community Church 3300 Walnut Avenue, Carmichael  

(Corner Walnut and North Avenue) 
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2018 SVC of Germans from Russia 

OKTOBERFEST Menu 

Sunday, October 14, 2018 

1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m 

 

Please choose an item to bring to the Fest. or provide a $7 donation when you 
arrive.   
 
Please inform the Sissell’s of your selection: (916) 833-4804 or 

Eleanor esissell@gmail.com or Alton asissell@gmail.com   
Also, copy Lillie Coad lkcoad@att.net 
 
 

Number of People:  

Name:   

Phone Number: 

Email: 
 

Main Course Item: Turkey, Dressing, Gravy and Relish provided by the Coad’s 

 

Needs: 
  
2 Mashed Potatoes: _________________________________________________________ 

 

2 Sweet Potatoes:__________________________________________________ 

 
2 Green Bean Casseroles:___________________________________________ 

 
2 Salads: _________________________________________________________ 

 
4 Deserts: ________________________________________________________ 

 

Bread, Rolls/Buns: Provided by Chapter 

 

Beverage: Provided by Chapter 

 

Please RSVP by Wednesday October 10th 

 

Location: 
American River Community Church 

3300 Walnut Ave, Carmichael CA 95608 

 

Corner of  North Ave and Walnut (next to DMV) 

mailto:esissell@gmail.com
mailto:asissell@gmail.com
mailto:lkcoad@att.net

