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President’s Message 
— Lee Macklin—


We are now 5 months into the COVID-19 
pandemic. I hope everyone has remained safe 
and is following the State and Local 
guidelines. 

We really need more members to fill out our 
2020 Member Survey. You can do this on our 
website https://www.svcgr.org/member-
survey-2020, no login required. If you need a 
copy emailed to you, just let me know. 

Please join our Library Indexing Team and 
help index all the articles in the AHSGR and 
GRHS journals work papers, and genealogy 
publications. There is a one hour training 
session via Zoom. Contact me 
(lmacklin@comcast.net). 

New AARP Articles section on our website with 
really good information of particular interest 
during these stressful times of COVID-19, 
relentless scammers and robocalls, as well as 
how to save money. Need your Stories, Photos, Food, 

Article, and Website Reviews
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2020 Member Survey - Preliminary Results  
— Lee Macklin —


Two months ago I emailed, mailed, and put on our website our 2020 Member Survey.  To date I 
have received 12 responses (all via our website). I received no responses via either mail or email. 
In this article I will provide the preliminary results to all 11 questions. NOTE: we really need more 
members to respond to this survey. Here is the direct link to the survey on our website https://
www.svcgr.org/member-survey-2020. You don’t even need to log in. Each question provides an 
area for you to type in any comments, suggestions, recommendations, etc. Please fill in these 
comment areas explaining your thoughts. Each comment area scrolls so please elaborate as 
much as you like. 

NOTE: This is based on 12 people responding. 
Question 1: Move from 6 chapter meetings per year to 4/year.  
Responses Q1: 10 agreed, 2 no opinion.  

Question 2: For those not attending chapter meetings, please choose why. 
Responses Q2: Travel (4), Health (2), Programs (2), Location (2), Other (1). 

Question 3: Do you prefer full potlucks, or “finger foods” at chapter meetings? 
Responses Q3: Full (0), Finger Foods (7).  
Comments: A number of respondents wanted a full potluck for Christmas social meeting. 

Question 4: Increase chapter dues from $15 to $20/year. 
Responses Q4: Agree (11), No Opinion (1). 

Question 5: Are you a member of AHSGR, GRHS, Both, Neither? 
Responses 5: AHSGR (3), GRHS (2), Both (4), Neither (3). 
NOTE: you are required to be a member of either AHSGR or GRHS. 

Question 6: Which programs would you like to see MORE? 
Responses 6: Member Stories (8), Genealogy How-To (8), DNA How-To (7), Food Related (4), 
Culture Related (6), Historical Locations (10). 

Question 7: Which programs would you like to see LESS? 
Responses 7: Only one member responded to this question. 

Question 8: If we created any of the following groups, would you participate? 
Responses 8: Genealogy Research (6), DNA Analysis (4), All About Food (2), Help collect/produce 
Member Stories (0), Help with Membership (0). 

Question 9: Interested in joint events with the Lodi, CA chapter? 
Responses 9: Summerfest Event (7), Oktoberfest Event (5) 
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Question 10: Will you participate in meetings/events via Zoom conference? 
Responses 10: Video & Computer Audio (7), Telephone Only (3), Neither (2) 

Question 11: Will you help with our Library Indexing project? 
Responses 11: Yes (8), No (4). 

Library Indexing & Search Project Status 
— Linda Anderson and Lee Macklin —


Since all 134 books in our library have been indexed as well as all the AHSGR and GRHS 
journals, we continue to work on indexing the articles in all AHSGR and GRHS types of journals. 
To date about 165 articles have been completed. There are about 2,500 articles total, so we have 
a long way to go. We are indexing all books and articles by 8 different categories: Description, 
Photos, Maps, Documents, Surnames, Culture, Food, and Religion. Members can type in their 
search criteria and our search engine will look for matching information across all books, journals, 
and articles and return a list of exactly where their information can be found.  

Many thanks to those helping with the article indexing; Bruce Schweigerdt (Lodi), Kerry Meech 
and Virginia Martin (Golden Gate), Linda Anderson, Freddie Nezbeth, and Mike Fritz. Recently, 
Cindi Jones and Kathryn John were trained. Two additional members have signed up but not 
committed to a training date yet. 

Currently, 7 people have completed index training with Lee Macklin (via a one hour Zoom 
session).  If anyone else would like to help index, please contact Lee Macklin 
(lmacklin@comcast.net). 

If you have specific questions regarding the indexed items in our library, please contact Linda 
Anderson at handerson28@comcast.net or 916-993-9666. 

Adolph Maier’s 98th Birthday Celebration  
— Lillie Coad and Lee Macklin —


June 28, 2020 was a special day as the SVCGR Chapter 
celebrated long standing member, Adolph Maier’s 98th 
birthday. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we assembled 
outside Adolph & Olga’s home wearing masks and carrying 
signs.  There were additional signs and pinwheels attached 
to the fence surrounding the front of their home and balloons 
swaying in the breeze. 

Lillie & Gary Coad, Stephen Coad, Renee Coad, Brendon 
Coad, Cindi Jones, and Lee Macklin participated in this 
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festive event. Birthday cards were presented to Adolph and one of the large signs was signed by 
all attendees. It was a really fun event and a real pleasure seeing Adolph smiling with Olga next to 
him.  

Lee Macklin shares this story about how kind and helpful Adolph and Olga were to him.  Lee (and 
his sister Joan) had an original document that was brought on the ship by their grandmother when 
she immigrated from the Zhitomir, Volhynia, Russia area to Minnesota in 1905. It was an official 
looking document with a Tsar’s government stamp. Lee and his sister heard that Adolph and Olga 
could probably interpret the Russian document and after contacting them went to their house. 
Adolph and Olga described the document as an official Russia military release from duty that Lee 
and Joan’s grandfather, Heinrich Rentz needed to meet one of the requirements for leaving 
Russia. So, many, many thanks to Adolph & Olga for providing this service which provided a key 
missing piece in the heritage of Lee and Joan’s grandparents.  — Lee Macklin 

I, Lillie Starzew-Coad was born in Simpferopol, Crimea, Russia (Ukraine today) and my mother 
Amalia Maier-Starzew in Alkaly, Crimea.  Amalia and Adolph Maier (born in Mamut, Crimea) were 
first cousins. My family came to the U.S. in 1951 from Germany and Adolph’s family from China. In 
the 1940’s Adolph’s family was exiled to Siberia where he eventually escaped to China followed by 
a 3 year journey to the U.S. It was someone in the Bryte area where my Russian immigrants lived, 
that she was told there was a Maier family living in Oregon. My mother probably contacted and 
met them.  I remember meeting the Maier family in Oregon, but not much else.  

Adolph moved to the Sacramento area and stayed with us probably 1954/1955 for a short period 
of time. I was in high school and remember him making a concoction of “Eggs and Tomatoes” and 
other ingredients that were so-o-o tasty!! 

Eventually Adolph settled down and moved from our house. His sister Isolde and her daughter 
Alwira also moved to the Sacramento area and life went on. Since I was much younger than 
Adolph our paths did not connect until much later. I knew that we were related but that was it. My 
mother was more in touch with Isolde. 

Our genealogy goes back to Johann George Mayer (1st) and Johann George Mayer (2nd) who 
immigrated to Russia in the 1800’s. As far as I am aware, Adolph’s line continues through Herman 
Maier and my mother’s through Herman’s sister Magdalene Maier. So, Adolph and I are actually 
first cousins 1x removed since I am a generation younger than Adolph.  — Lillie Starzew-Coad 
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Federich Hepperle’s Baptism Photo  
— Freddie Nezbeth—


I am attaching a photo of my father’s baptism (Lutheran) in a river near Maple Leaf, SD. Two of his 
sisters, Clara and Katherine are also in the water for baptism. I was given this photo by my cousin, 
Susan Schneider just before Aunt Katherine passed away. Fortunately, the names of the other 
children are listed on the back so someone else may find they're relative in the picture. Maple 
Leaf, SD which is near McLaughlin, SD where my father grew up. I remember talking about the 
winters being so severe that they would tie a rope from the house to the barn in order to find their 
way back in a snowstorm. 

GRHS Update  
— Linda Boehm —


Report from GRHS July 25, 2020 Board Meeting and Report from GRHS July 25, 2020 Board 
Reorganizational Meeting. 
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• GRHS Office: The GRHS Office in Bismarck, ND remains open during COVID with limited 
hours (posted on the website). To visit the office, the scheduling of appointments is preferred, 
the wearing of masks is required and the number of visitors at one time is limited. 

• GRHS Office Manager: After 34 years of outstanding service, Rachel Schmidt is retiring as of 
December 30, 2020. The timeline for the search for applicants for the Office Manager, followed 
by interviews for the position, begins soon. Our thanks and best wishes to Rachel! 

• Results of recent elections for the GRHS Board of Directors: The use of Survey Monkey to 
tabulate votes for the GRHS Board went well. Board members now include: Don Heck 
(returning), Valerie Ingram Stewart (returning), Brian Gefroh (new), Jane Kangas (new) and 
Stephanie Baltzer Kom (new). 

• GRHS Executive Board: Due to the COVID situation, the present slate of officers were 
approved to serve another year. Returning are the following: Curtis Mertz (President), Valerie 
Ingram Stewart (Vice President), Yvonne Haefner (Secretary), Don Heck (Treasurer) and Gary 
Hummel (Member-at-Large). 

• Future GRHS Conventions: 2021-Bismarck, ND, 2022-Aberdeen, SD, 2023-Bismarck, ND, 
and 2024-(open to suggestion). 

• Followup to the cancelled 2020 Convention: Since the 2020 GRHS Convention in Bismarck 
has been cancelled, some members have suggested that GRHS provide webinars showcasing 
the talks that were to be presented by convention speakers. Two concerns were voiced 
regarding the webinars: 1) possible copyright restrictions concerning this suggestion, and 2) 
limited enthusiasm for talks at future conventions if the webinars were held. 

• Membership: There were 1,797 paid memberships in GRHS for 2019. Currently, with data 
from mid-year 2020 and with 5 months remaining until the end of the year, there are 1,614 
paid memberships. GRHS has a total of 22 chapters. We are 1 of 2 chapters from California. 

• GRHS website: The lack of accessibility of information on the GRHS website continues to 
generate frustration. In early August, a meeting will be held in Bismarck to move the 
functioning of the website forward. 

• Future Board Meetings: October 3, 2020 (possibly at GRHS Office; if not, online), February 6, 
2021 (online), April 24, 2021 (online) and July 22-23, 2021 (at the convention). If the 2021 
GRHS Convention is held, the Board will meet at the convention on July 22, 2021 and the 
Board Reorganizational Meeting will be held on July 23, 2021. If the 2021 convention is not 
held, both meetings will take place on July 24, 2021 (online). 

• Heritage Review: With the start of 2021, Sandy Schilling Payne will take over as chief editor of 
the Heritage Review. Dr. Eric Schmaltz will become the editor-at large for the Heritage Review. 



Visit our Website:  https://svcgr.org	 	 	 	 	 	 Lee Macklin, Newsletter Editor  6

https://svcgr.org


Sacramento Valley Chapter of Germans from Russia (SVCGR)
Volume 31 Number 4

Jul/Aug 2020

AHSGR Update 
— Lee Macklin —

The AHSGR 2020 Annual Meeting was held July 29th via Zoom.  Committee reports, proposed 
bylaw changes, tax reports, candidates and process for board member elections were emailed in 
advance. Approximately 109 members attended the Zoom session.  

All changes to bylaws were passed and board member candidates were approved. 

President Dodie Rotherham stated work on the strategic plan had been completed and the future will have 
a strong focus on technology. Budget was allocated to update and enhance our museum at headquarters.

Executive Director Aaron Farber and Membership and Public Affairs Chair Sharon Wilcoxon stated there is 
an effort underway to establish new chapters as well as reactivate some chapters. There will be renewed 
effort to help existing chapters thrive.

Updated AARP Articles Section on SVCGR’s Website 
— Lee Macklin—


AARP is an organization that advocates for older Americans.  They produce some really great 
articles in their AARP Bulletins and AARP Magazines. Links to some of these articles on the AARP 
website which are publicly available were chosen and placed in the AARP Articles section on our 
website.  

Here are a few of them: “How You Can Spot Inaccurate News”, “How to Spot Fake Political Ads 
and Posts on Social Media”, “A Coronavirus Vaccine Made for Those 50 Plus?”, “6 Psychological 
Tactics Used by COVID-19 Scammers”, “The Benefit of Telehealth During the Pandemic”. 

Please check these out (and others) on our website: https://www.svcgr.org/aarp-articles 
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