
DNA Adoption Story:  The Cindy Macklin Story 
                         (Biological Mother’s side)

This is the story about a little girl 
(Cindy Macklin) who was adopted 
at birth in 1948. Later, as she tra-
versed through life she would try 
(unsuccessfully) to find her biologi-
cal parents using traditional tech-
niques. Then, at age 68 after taking 
a DNA test, she would finally identi-
fy her biological mother, sister, 
brothers, and cousins. So, let’s look 
at the details of how this story un-

folded.

During WWII, 
Jack and Bea 
Keller were working as welders in the shipyards in Richmond, CA. They mar-
ried and soon determined they couldn’t have children of their own. After the 
war, they moved to Modesto, CA and in 1946 they adopted a boy and named 
him Michael. 

A year and a half later, the same doctor suggested they adopt a baby girl so 
the brother would have someone to grow up with. This sounded like a good 

idea so they adopted the baby girl and named her Cynthia Ellen Keller (Cindy). 
While Jack and Bea never met the birth mother, Jack’s Aunt Helen received the baby girl from 
the birth mother and provided the following two pieces of information to Jack & Bea:

1. The birth mother was from the Monterey, CA area.
2.  She already had several children.

Later, Jack gave the adoption records to Cindy when she first began trying to find her biological 
family.  They were mostly government documentation and hospital details with practically no in-
formation about her biological parents.  However, there was one key piece of information on the 
Consent for Medical Authorization document - it was signed “Mrs. Zelma Baker”. This would be 
the birth mother’s married name.

Jack and Bea provided Cindy with a good childhood and wisely guided her through her teenage 
and college years. Later, as she traversed through life she tried unsuccessfully to determine 

who her biological parents were using traditional 
family history search techniques. 

She met Lee Macklin in 1984 and they married 
three years later.  With two busy careers, family his-
tory research was put on the back burner. Lee re-
tired in 2012 and Cindy in 2013 followed by a few 
years of traveling. 

Finally in 2015 they decided to take another look at 
finding Cindy’s biological family. They discovered 
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that the hospital in Modesto, CA where she was born went out of business in 1951 and the doc-
tor died in the 1980’s, Google determined there were many Zelma Bakers in California and 
many more in other States. However, none seemed to have any connection to either Modesto or 
Monterey, CA areas. So, it became clear that the only possible way to solve this challenge was 
going to be through DNA.

As a special Christmas 2015 gift, Cindy received an AncestryDNA kit. And when her DNA results 
came back around mid-February, they immediately revealed a first cousin match (pjwilt38). Now 
this was exciting because first cousin’s parents are siblings!.

On pjwilt38’s DNA profile page, it displayed  a portion of her  tree which listed her parents 
names. Since pjwilt38 and Cindy were first cousins, the next step was to determine if either of 
pjwilt38’s parents had a sister named Zelma. If so, that would be Cindy’s biological mother.

pjwilt38’s father was J. 
B. Blevins. Utilizing a 
great Ancestry.com fea-
ture called Hints, we 
was able to quickly de-
termine the names of 
his sisters. They were 
Bertie, Fannie, and 
Dorothy. So he didn’t 
have a sister named 
Zelma.

Next, we followed 
the Ancestry Hints 
for Ruth Himes 
(pjwilt38’s mother) 
and found all of her 
sisters. They were 
Edna, Rosa, Thel-
ma, and Zelma. 
Since Zelma was 
Ruth’s sister, this 
means Zelma had 
to be Cindy’s moth-
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er. We noted that Zelma, her parents, and all her siblings lived in the Oklahoma area. So, why 
did she give birth to Cindy in Modesto, CA? Of course there could have been many reasons, but 
our theory was Zelma didn’t want her family to know she was pregnant with Cindy and therefore 
she moved to California and immediately gave her up for adoption when she was born.

We recalled that Aunt Helen stated Cindy’s mother was from the Monterey, CA area.  So, the 
next step was to determine if any of Zelma’s sisters or brothers lived in this area thinking they 
might have helped her. With a little more Ancestry research we discovered that Zelma’s oldest 
sister Edna died in Monterey, CA. So, we assumed that Edna was the one who helped her hide 
this child.

So it appeared that we may have found Cindy’s mother, but more evidence was needed to be 
conclusive. Using another AncestryDNA tool called “DNA Circles”, we found a third cousin DNA 
match to Dianne Wallace. A DNA Circle shows a group of people who are all descendants of the 
same common ancestor. In this case, Cindy Macklin and Dianne Wallace are both descendants 
of Levin Quillen & Caroline Hall. Ancestry presents this in a “Shared Ancestor Hint” chart format.  
As you can see, Cindy’s great-grandmother Lydia Quillen had a brother Henry Quillen who was 
Dianne’s great-great grandfather. This means Cindy and Dianne’s mother were 3rd cousins and 
Dianne’s relationship to Cindy is 3rd cousin (1x removed) because Dianne is one generation 
younger than Cindy.

It was time to contact pjwilt38 and find out what her real name was and what she 
could tells us about Cindy’s mother Zelma as well as other Himes family mem-
bers. Because pjwilt38 had an Ancestry account, we could simply send her a 
message directly. It took about a month to establish a dialogue with Jan (pjwilt38) 
and after initial contact she was very helpful and provided  lots of family informa-
tion as well as many pictures. 

Page 3

Jan (pjwilt38)



DNA Adoption Story:  The Cindy Macklin Story 
                         (Biological Mother’s side)

When we first found Ruth Hime’s sisters, we found it curious that two of them were named Zel-
ma and Thelma. Later, we found in a 1930 Federal Census Record that they had exactly the 
same birth date (11 Mar 1927). Hmmm, they must have been twins or perhaps the census taker 
made a mistake. It was worth checking if Thelma had any kids who were still living.  They would 
be very close first cousins to Cindy as their mothers were twin sisters and they just might be 
able to shed more light on Cindy’s unfolding puzzle. Based on Ancestry Hints, Thelma married 
Bill Ward and they had a son Kelly. Since Kelly wasn’t on Ancestry, we couldn’t just send him a 
message. This meant we would have to find either an address or phone number for him the old 
fashion way. After looking through many sources and records, we finally found what appeared to 

be a recent address in the Oklahoma State Voter Registration List. Cindy prepared an “introduc-
tion package” and put it in the mail. A few days later, Kelly responded with a very detailed email 
and provided a wealth of information about not only his family but also about all of Zelma’s 
brothers and sisters. He also confirmed that his mother Thelma and Cindy’s mother Zelma were 
indeed identical twins! 

Kelly provided additional pictures and some very exciting news - Cindy had a 
sister and several brothers!! The sister, Connie, was born in 1943 and oldest 
brother, Terry Lee, in 1945. Connie was five years older than Cindy and Terry 
Lee 3 years older. Kelly stated that both Connie and Terry Lee were given up 
for adoption in Oklahoma before Cindy was born. So, Zelma had given up 
her first three children for adoption!!  Kelly didn’t know why, but stated that 
while the family knew about Connie and Terry Lee - no one knew anything 
about Cindy - the third child given up for adoption. 
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Kelly also stated that Cindy had two younger brothers, Gary born in 1949 and Terry Wayne in 
1952. While Zelma was the mother of all five children, Kelly didn’t know who any of the fathers 
were.

Of course Cindy was very excited about having a sister and brothers. Kelly stated that Connie 
lived in Arkansas but didn’t have a current phone number or email address.  So, Cindy mailed 
an “introduction package” to a business PO address that we thought Connie and her husband 
Gary owned (Gary’s mother actually ended up with the package). A few days later, Cindy re-
ceived an email from Connie which led to a phone call - their first communication.  Like Jan and 
Kelly, Connie was also very surprised to learn about Cindy. But after the initial shock, she was 
overwhelmed with happiness.  She had a sister!!  Connie said the father of her and brother Terry 
Lee was T. L. Baker.  Remembering Zelma signed one of Cindy’s adoption papers as Mrs. Zel-
ma Baker, this was more proof that we had the right Zelma.  However, it didn’t necessarily mean 
that T.L. Baker was Cindy’s father. To determine this, Connie would take the AncestryDNA test.

About a month later, Connie’s DNA results came back and she and Cindy were half-sisters.  
They had the same mother but different fathers.

About a month later, the youngest brother Terry Wayne initiated 
contact via an Ancestry message. Terry Wayne lived in the 
Sacramento, CA area about an hour from Cindy!  A few days lat-
er Cindy and Terry Wayne met for the first time. Like the other 
cousins and siblings, Terry Wayne was also very surprised to 
learn that he had another sister. He said Zelma lived her last ten 
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years near him. He also stated that Dacle Miller was the father of both he and brother Gary. So, 
was Dacle Cindy’s father??  The only way to determine this was for Terry Wayne to take the An-
cestryDNA test.  A month later his results came back.  Based on the amount of shared DNA he 
and Cindy were half-siblings. They had the same mother (Zelma), but different fathers. Dacle 

Miller was indeed Terry Wayne’s father but not Cindy’s.  So, the mystery of who was Cindy’s fa-
ther continues.

German from Russia Connection
Cindy’s story includes a Germans from Russia connec-
tion. Zelma’s mother’s side of the family were all Ger-
mans from Russia.  Zelma’a mother was Maria Meiers-
Erick (b:1890) and her parents were Jacob (b:1869) and 
Katherine “Katie” (b:1871) Erick. All three were born in 
Russia and they immigrated to America together in 
1902. One of Jacob & Katie’s daughter’s (Amelia) was 
married to Karl Oblander. While Karl was born in Marion, 
Kansas, his father was born and lived in Shcherbakov-
ka, Saratov, Volga, Russia and his mother Julia Schultz 
was from Driespitz, Volga, Russia. So, Cindy’s great-
grandparents Jacob & Katie may also have lived in the 
Volga area. While I haven’t found conclusive evidence 
yet, it appears that Jacob Erick’s ancestral German sur-
name may have been Eurich. 
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The First Family Reunion with Cindy
As Cindy’s story unfolded and communications began with her new found siblings and cousins, 
a buzz emerged about planing a family gathering. There was even a new Facebook group cre-
ated so everyone could join in on the process. Cindy’s sister Connie and husband Gary would 
host the event at their home in Arkansas. Siblings and cousins from Arizona, Oklahoma, and 
Texas said they would come. This would be the new relatives first face-to-face meeting with 
Cindy and an opportunity to welcome her to the new family.  

It was a grand event filled with excitement and a day of reminiscing days gone by. Many of the 
relatives had not been together in years, so this was a special occasion for them to get reac-
quainted also. Many stories were exchanged and all had a wonderful time. A truly great ending 
to a long adventure. 

After lots of information was exchanged at the reunion, only one piece of Cindy’s puzzle still re-
mains to be solved: who was Cindy’s father??
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The Story Timeline
Mar 1927 - Zelma June Himes was born in Oklahoma.

Sep 1942 - Zelma marries T.L. Baker, a US Army soldier in Oklahoma.

Apr 1943 - Daughter Connie Kae is born in Oklahoma.

Sep 1945 - Son Terry Lee is born in Oklahoma.

Dec 1945 - Zelma divorces T.L. Baker in Oklahoma.

Jun 1946 - Zelma’s mother Marie Meier's dies in Oklahoma.

1947 - Zelma moves to Modesto, CA and lives with older sister Edna.

Nov 1947 - Zelma meets Cindy’s father and is pregnant in November.

Feb 1948 - 4 yr old Connie and 2 yr old Terry Lee are placed in foster care in Oklahoma.

Jul 1948 - Connie and Terry Lee are adopted by Walter & Alma Evers in Oklahoma.

Aug 1948 - Cindy is born and immediately adopted by Jack & Beatrice Keller in Modesto, CA.

Dec 1949 - Zelma’s fourth child Gary is born in Monterey, California.  Dacle Miller is his father.

Apr 1952 - Zelma marries second husband Dacle Miller in Santa Barbara, California.

Oct 1952 - Zelma’s fifth child Terry Wayne is born in Santa Barbara, California.

Jun 1954 - Zelma’s father Grover David Himes, Sr. dies in Oklahoma.
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Jun 1956 - Zelma, Gary (7), and Terry Wayne (4) return to San Francisco on a military ship from 
Okinawa, Japan.

1956 - Zelma, Dacle, Gary and Terry Wayne move to Arcata/Eureka, California.

1957 - Zelma divorces second husband Dacle Miller in California.

Dec 1958 - Zelma marries third husband Don Miles in Eureka, CA.

1972 - Zelma looks for and finds her first two adopted children, Connie and Terry Lee, in Ar-
kansas.

Dec 2015 - Cindy takes the AncestryDNA test.

Feb 2016 - Cindy finds first cousin Jan Blevins based on DNA match.

Mar 2016 - Cindy determines her biological mother is Zelma Himes based on DNA match to 
Jan.

Apr 2016 - Cindy finds first cousin Kelly Ward via Ancestry Hints and mails him an introduction 
package.  In his response Cindy learns that she has a sister and brothers.

May 2016 - Cindy contacts sister Connie by mailing her an introduction package.

Jun 2016 - Connie takes AncestryDNA test which shows she and Cindy are half-sisters.

Jul 2016 - Youngest brother Terry Wayne contacts Cindy via Facebook.

Aug 2016 - Terry Wayne takes the AncestryDNA test which shows he and Cindy are half-sib-
lings.

Sep 2016 - Terry Wayne notifies Terry Lee that they have a sister - Cindy. Terry Lee contacts 
Cindy via Facebook.

Oct 2016 - Family reunion in Arkansas. Cindy meets her siblings and cousins for the first time. 
Connie & Gary, Terry Lee & Maxine, Jan, Charlotte, Lynn Ward, Cindy & Lee, and Gary’s mother 
were present.
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