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The Story 
May 11, 1893 – This year is the 127th anniversary of the odyssey of the Gottlieb Gress 
family. They boarded a ship for a ten day trip to Canada on May 11, 1893, after leaving 
their German village of Felsenburg (near Landau) in South Russia.


Gottlieb and Magdalena Zander Gress and their five children (Kasper, Joseph, Michael, 
Rosalie and Matilda) traveled from South Russia to Liverpool, England to board the 
S.S. Vancouver (Allan Shipping Line, Montreal Ocean Steamship Company). 

- (Note: The youngest child of Gottlieb & Magdalena, Catherine Johanna Gress, was born  in 
the United States in 1894. She married Adam J. Boehm.) 

The Gress family traveled with Magdalena’s half-brother, Dominick Zander, his wife 
Elisabetha Berger Zander and their six children (John-with wife Helena and infant, 
Marianna; and Mathias, Peter, Frank, Raphael and Marian). 

- (UK, Outward Passenger Lists, 1890-1960).  

With the destination of Quebec, Canada, the S.S. Vancouver left Liverpool on May 11, 
1893. The Gress and Zander family accommodations were in steerage. (Imagine 
shared, tight bunk beds for many families in the same cramped room below deck. Ten 
cubic feet of luggage was allowed per adult.).


Usually, German-speaking families sailed for the United States from Hamburg, 
Germany. There are several reasons that leaving from the port of Liverpool in 1893 and 
sailing to Canada may have been their most compelling option.
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• A cholera epidemic had broken out in Hamburg, and travelers were advised to avoid 
the city.


• Two years previous, in 1891, the United States had enacted restrictions and quota 
systems on immigration.


“According to the estimate given by the first US immigration inspector at Montreal, 
about 40 percent of all passengers arriving in Canada were actually bound for the US. 
Given that immigrants from Canada were not subject to the immigration act of 1891’s 
restrictive terms, this figure was not at all surprising. The Dominion of Canada 
encouraged immigration while Canadian steamship and railway lines offered low rates.”

- Family Chronicle magazine, May/June 1999 issue.


After arriving in Quebec, Canada on May 21, 1893, and for the next part of their 
journey, both families declared Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada as their destination on 
forms for the Canadian Pacific Railroad.

- (Canadian Passenger Lists, 1865-1935). 

Later, Frank Zander said that they had rested up in Canada, with the consideration of

homesteading in Regina, Saskatchewan. The area, however, had experienced a 
drought for the previous three years and the wells were still frozen over in early June.

- (Frank Zander, Morton Prairie Roots, 1776-1976, Morton County Historical Society, p.729) 
- (Dominic Zander, Morton Prairie Roots, 1776-1976, Morton County Historical Society, p.729)

With these considerations, both families decided to settle in Mandan, Morton County, 
North Dakota in June of 1893.


NOTE: On the SVCGR website, in the Photos that accompany this story is a 
picture of the original 1890’s Allan Shipping Line, Montreal Ocean Steamship 
Company description of the steerage fares, meals they were fed, luggage 
restrictions, length of trip and other details.
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